Medicare Guidelines regarding Freedom of choice of services:

Per Established Medicare Guidelines; 42 U.S.C. 1395 and 42 CFR 482.43(7) beneficiary’s have guaranteed right’s (as well as Medicaid recipients) allowing them to utilize a Medicare provider of their choice for services offered.

Specifically; when pertaining to a hospital, SNF, or ALF discharge, the patient or patient’s family must be informed of their right to choose among the participating Medicare providers.

To summarize; a hospital, SNF, or ALF may not limit services to a beneficiary to one specific provider for Medicare benefits.

Freedom Of Choice: Federal law guarantees a Medicare beneficiary the right to choose who it receives services from.

The Statue is entitled “BASIC FREEDOM OF CHOICE” and provides “any individual entitled to insurance benefits under this title may obtain health services from any institution, agency, or person qualified to participate under this title.

AMBULANCE SERVICES ARE included in the post hospital discharge services for which a patient is entitled to freedom of choice, and for which a hospital must give the patient a choice.

