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July 2, 2009
 

 

To Whom It May Concern:
 

On July 1, 2009, members of the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office, Lake Worth Fire Department and Medics Ambulance Service responded to a medical call in the vicinity of N. Dixie Hwy and 20th Ave N.  Upon arrival, deputies discovered a homeless male who appeared to be in severe pain and in need of medical attention due to an injury to his right arm.  As the deputies were awaiting LWFD’s arrival, they noticed a foul odor expelling from the male who had extremely poor hygiene and was wearing clothes soaked with his bodily fluids, to include urine and feces.
 

Upon LWFD’s arrival the deputies briefed the firefighters of the situation as they began evaluating and treating their patient.  Due to the deplorable physical condition of the subject, it was determined by all parties on scene that his present state was not only inhumane, but unhealthy for him and anyone else coming in contact with him.  Based on a joint decision, everyone participated in assisting with decontaminating the subject.  D/S M. Donovan went to a local thrift store and purchased a pair of pants, a shirt and underwear.  Cpl. C. Cohen contacted the PBSO Homeless Intervention Team and requested an immediate response.  All the members of LWFD Rescue 93 assisted with decontaminating the subject.  The firefighters and the members of the Medics Ambulance Service, obtained a hose, soap and towels and assisted their patient with cleaning himself.  Capt. B Johnson acquired the garden hose and liquid soap from a neighboring business.  Firefighters J. Cook, K. Ishler and HCI student S. Cattafi, assisted with disrobing the subject and disposing of his old contaminated clothes.  EMTs T. Piester, S. Hughey and PBCC EMT student C. Brannigan, positioned their ambulance to provide privacy for the subject and assisted in the actual washing of the subject.  
 

I want to commend each person involved for expanding the scope of their duties in order to help a human being who was in desperate need.  It truly demonstrated humanity at its best and I am proud to be a member of the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office; and to serve with the members of Lake Worth Fire Department and Medic’s Ambulance Service.
 

 

 

Respectfully,
 

 

 

Sergeant Dieter Josef
 

 

PBSO-District 14
 

· Cpl. C. Cohen, 
· D/S M. Donovan, 
 

LWFD-Rescue 93
 

· Capt. B Johnson, 
· FF J. Cook, 
· FF K. Isler, 
· S. Cattafi, (Health Care Institute) 

 

Medics Ambulance Service
 

· T. Piester, 

· S. Hughey, 
C. Brannigan, (Palm Beach Community College)
